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Greetings from the President
“One songbird does make a summer, but one flock of geese, cleaving 
the murk of a March thaw, is the spring” - Aldo Leopold

I would like to express my most sincere gratitude for the opportunity 
to fill the role of IMS President for 2022. On behalf of myself and 
the IMS Executive Committee, happy spring and best wishes for a 
healthy (moisture rich) summer. 

Our collective IMS members consisting of land managers, scientists, 
educators, ranchers, and conservationists have all been put to the test 
in unique and individual ways over the last two years. We have all 
learned to work, adapt, and live during a global pandemic. It is with 
great admiration that I reflect on the innovation of the past two years 
and optimistically look forward to the demonstrated resiliency across 
our international border with continued rangeland stewardship in 
Montana and Alberta.  

As a Section, we are thrilled to be planning our first summer tour 
in several years, being held in Central Montana. Our Executive 
Committee has been working hard to organize a great event 
showcasing examples of resilient grazing practices. As is the tradition 
with IMS summer tours, socializing and re-connecting with friends 
and story telling will be plentiful. Please watch your email inboxes for 
registration details coming soon.

This year, IMS is proud to be presenting not just one, but two awards 
that recognize excellence in rangeland management. See page 9 "Call 
for Nominations", which are open to nominees on both sides of the 
border. One of the awards honors the memory of rancher and true 
rangeland steward, Gerry Taillieu, so I leave you with his wise words:

“There’s a saying, we 
don’t own the land, but 
hold it in trust for future 
generations. That’s a real 
social responsibility to be 
taken very seriously.” 
~ Gerry Taillieu
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SRM- IMS Summer Tour
"Drought, Fire & Grazing 

Resiliency in Central Montana"

All are welcome to join us for our tour of various ranches in the Stanford area. 

SATURDAY, JULY 9th

Breakfast and registration at 7:30 am at the Dry Wolf Campground, south of Stanford, MT.
Registration, cost and more details will be coming soon.

Please contact Jennifer or Rick at srm.ims11@gmail.com for more information.

Upcoming IMS events
Mark your calendars for these exciting summer events!
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can protect communities against spring 
flooding and offset the impact of droughts. 

Other projects that work toward climate 
adaptability include riparian buffers, 
shelterbelts, afforestation and native prairie 
grass restoration provide cleaner water and 
air, habitat, and carbon sequestration. 

ALUS is currently active in more than 30 
communities in six Canadian provinces (PEI, 
Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta). New communities are being 
added each year.

ALUS, originally an acronym for Alternative Land Use 
Services, is an innovative community-developed and 
farmer-delivered program that produces, enhances and 
maintains ecosystem services 
on agricultural lands.

ALUS' mission is to help farmers and ranchers build 
nature-based solutions on their land to sustain agriculture 
and biodiversity for the benefit of communities and 
future generations.

A key way that ALUS is working towards climate resiliency 
is through new, enhanced or restored wetlands projects. 
Riparian and wetland areas keep water on the land, which 

Creating Climate Resiliency 
Through Natural Infrastructure

Modelling with ALUS: Exploring the connections 
 between science and agri-environmental practices

IMWEBs
& ESAT

AGRI-ENVIRONMENTAL 
PRACTICES

SCIENCE

Why this matters
The Canadian government has identified hotspots for addressing water quality 
and quantity. ALUS is growing its capacity to evaluate and target projects 
that provide positive impacts in regions, such as the Canadian prairies. 
IMWEBs' capacity for characterizing landscapes and incorporating climate 
projections allows us to model future impacts for drought and flood mitigation. 

Who can use it?
IMWEBs and ESAT are tools for:

•  Municipal land planners 
•  Conservation managers 
•  Farmers & ranchers 

What is IMWEBs? 
•  Integrated Modelling for Watershed Evaluation 

of Best Management Practices
•  A scientific model that examines the benefits 

of natural infrastructure & agri-environmental 
practices

•  A tool for evaluating drought and flood resilience
•  A partnership between ALUS & the 

University of Guelph
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Working for 
Wetlands
Duane Movald runs a fifth-
generation family farm with 
his parents west of Breton. The 
Movalds grow cereal and forage 
crops, raise commercial and 
purebred Simmental cattle. 

When Duane heard about ALUS’ 
work in 2017, he joined the 
Partnership Advisory Committee, 
to which was elected the ALUS 
Brazeau Chair and also became a 
landowner partner. He appreciates 
that the program works with those 
who know the land best — the 
landowners and farmers who live 
there. The Movalds have installed 

riparian fencing along their wetland. This encourages riparian grasses and sedges to re-establish along the wetland’s 
edge, preventing erosion, regulating water flow during flooding, and storing water for times of drought. In 2021, 
Movald was given the Dave Reid Award, which recognizes excellence in land stewardship. ALUS CEO Bryan Gilvesy 
says of Movald: “Through his commitment to stewardship, Duane embodies ALUS as a movement of farmers and 
ranchers seeking ways to improve their land and their communities.”

Ranching 
Resilience
Sean McGrath’s Round Rock Ranching 
was originally homesteaded in 1906 
and is currently operated by his family 
and parents. The ranch, located in the 
County of Vermilion River, Alberta, 
runs a cowherd of around 250 cows. 
The cattle graze year-round on an area 
consisting of more than 80% native 
rangeland.

McGrath’s ranch was the site of 
Alberta’s first ALUS project when the 
program first launched in the County 
in 2010. The program has supported 
projects including native planting, 
revegetation, and wetland restoration. 
McGrath recognizes that “rangelands 
and forages can provide many benefits beyond carbon, such as wildlife habitat, biodiversity preservation, water 
filtration and other valuable ecosystem services,” according to a column he wrote for Grainews.

Pointing to challenging times like last year’s drought, McGrath highlights how these native plants and forages with 
deeper roots will survive and help capture what water is on the landscape.

ALUS Producers Partner for Change

ALUS participant and Brazeau PAC Chair, Duane Movald, in front of his wetland after winning the 
David Reid award. Photo credit: ALUS.

ALUS participant Sean McGrath shares about the ways he's working to keep his multi-
generational farm in Vermilion River resilient. Photo: ALUS.
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Regenerating the Soil
Kurt Myllymaki is a 3rd generation farmer/rancher from Stanford, MT.  Kurt and his wife PJ 
run a 250 head cow/calf operation that uses intensive grazing management.  The Myllymaki's 
calve in May/June and move their cows daily during the growing season.  In addition to the cows 
Kurt and his Dad, Bruce, also grow a diversity of cash crops, including wheat, oats, chickpeas, flax 
and up to a dozen different cover crops.

Originally mainly wheat and barley producers, things changed for the family when they joined a 
five-acre cover crop experiment in partnership with the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and the Judith Basin County Conservation District. They were so impressed by the 
results that they converted their entire operation to regenerative farming approach in 2016. Some 
of the regenerative techniques used on their farm/ranch include crop rotations and continuous 
cropping through a no-till system that integrates rotational livestock grazing. These techniques 
improve soil health, prevent erosion, increase soil, plant and animal biodiversity, reduce chemical 
inputs and help capture carbon.

In 2020, the Myllymakis were named “soil health champions” by the National Association 
of Conservation Districts and wife, PJ, is currently a supervisor (and the only female) on the 
conservation district board. Although 2021 had some of the driest conditions in over six decades, 
Kurt was told by a local agronomist that “they had some of the deepest roots and highest 
moisture he’d seen in the area,” according to an article written in the Montana Free Press.

transition areas in 
between as well as the 
operation.   It's also a chance 
for stewards of Canada’s 
rangelands and professionals 
to come together, learn 
and share their wisdom of 
combining the art and science 
of range management. 

Once we in the profession 
can see what works we can 
share the techniques with 
others.  This has been the 
work of Cows and Fish since 
those early days, building on 
the foundation started by 
Barry, Lorne and Greg to 
demonstrate effectively that 
sustaining agriculture and 
protecting the ecosystem are 
connected and that "cows 
and fish can co-exist".

In 1998, Barry Adams, Lorne Fitch and Greg 
Hale facilitated a riparian-themed tour for the 
Society of Range Management Intermountain 
Section (SRM-IMS) summer meeting in 
Cypress Hills. It was a bit of a coming out 
event for the “Cows and Fish” or “Caring for 
the Green Zone” project to the members, 
especially those from the US. Now, as 2022 
is upon us, the Alberta Riparian Habitat 
Management Society (commonly called Cows 
and Fish) is entering its 30th year connecting 
people with their rangelands!    

Cows and Fish continues to work together 
with individuals, agencies and organizations 
on riparian management in a variety of ways 
including tours like the one with SRM-IMS in 
the early days.  Another way is by participating 
in local ALUS communities.  Alternative Land 
Use Services (as it has been called) is a national 
program that supports agriculture producers for 
providing ecological goods and services through 
management that benefits water, land, the 

Cows and Fish: Celebrating 30 Years 
of Connecting People with their Rangelands

Cows and Fish have produced many 
helpful tools like the one above to resource 
and educate private landowners about the 
importance of riparian areas.

Kurt Myllymaki lives 
and farms with his 
family near Stanford, 
Montana.
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Arrowleaf Balsamroot
Common name: Arrowleaf balsamroot 
Scientific name: Balsamorhiza sagittata 
Alternate names: Breadroot, Oregon or Spring sunflower

Description: The Arrowleaf Balsamroot has been aptly named 
Spring sunflower after its relative, the sunflower. This hardy 
perennial native forb of western North America has a bright 
yellow ray and disc flowers and its arrowhead shaped leaves are a 
silvery white to green. At full height, it measures between 6-30 
inches (15-80 cm).

Distribution and Habitat: 
Ranges from BC & Alberta to Colorado and Arizona.
Prefers open grassy hills or prairies at mid to higher elevations 
such as intermountain areas and is commonly found in 
sagebrush communities. Its deep taproot allows it to withstand 
many conditions, including drought, fire, grazing and trampling.

Ecosystem benefits:
Wildlife such as pronghorn, deer, and elk, eat balsamroot's 
leaves, stems and flowers. The plant in its early form contains 
about 30% protein which makes it a good addition to spring 
forage for livestock. It also draws native pollinators and its seeds 
provide food for birds. Some say that it's an indicator of possible 
sage grouse habitat and it has been used as part of restoration 
and reclamation seedings. 

Arrowleaf balsamroot in bloom in Montana. Photo 
credit: Stacey Barta.

Historical Indigenous uses: 
Several Indigenous tribes (Blackfoot, Shoshone) 
created a poultice from the roots of balsamroot 
for blisters, sores and insect bites. Flathead 
peoples made root infusions for fevers and 
whooping cough and used a leaf poultice to 
treat burns. The Flathead and Montana tribes 
were among many that ate various parts of the 
balsamroot plant and the seeds were ground for 
flour to bake cakes or to make cooking oil.

Call for Submissions!

Weathering Drought: 
Sharing Your Experience

Do you have a story, photo, poem, 
drawing to share about your experience of 
climate resilience or drought mitigation?  
It could be recent or an old family story, 
memory. 
Please send your submissions to Jennifer 
at srm.ims11@gmail.com and stay tuned 
to see it in the next newsletter.
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Diane was appointed to the 
Rangeland Resource Committee 
(RRC) about 15 years ago and 
has gained an appreciation for 
producer innovation through 
tours, events, and meetings 
around the state. She has 
witnessed how producers 
consider conservation and 
long-term sustainability in less-
than-ideal conditions. She has especially enjoyed the RRC’s 
Working Lands Internship Program, which allows producer 
families to host young people wanting to learn about and 
invest in the future of the industry. 

Diane has also been the RRC's representative on the 
Montana Sage Grouse Oversight Team (MSGOT) since 
its inception in 2015, which keeps private landowners, 
rangeland, and grazing affiliates in the sage grouse 
conversation.    

Diane and Skip Ahlgren ranched in the 
Garfield and Petroleum Counties in Central 
Montana. Both of them were from ranching 
families and they produced Red Angus 
cattle on a mix of private, Bureau of Land 
Management, and state rangeland. With an 
annual average rainfall of 12 inches, (this year 
less than 5”),  they installed about 20 miles 
of stock water pipelines and tanks to benefit 
both the cows and wildlife. This and other 
improvements came through various cost share 
programs and grants. They have now passed 
their ranch along to a nephew and his family. 

Plant Profile: 
The Prairie Crocus by Lisa Raatz

Prairie crocus (Pulsatilla nuttalliana); 
Synonyms: Anemone patens, Pulsatilla patens
Every year, the prairie crocus announces the coming of spring 
in our native grasslands and woodland meadows well before 
other plants emerge from their winter dormancy. Despite what is 
happening in our world - global pandemic, political or economic 
uncertainty, we could all use some hope and cheer that these 
hardy blooms provide as they make their appearance this spring.

The Prairie crocus is not a true crocus! It’s actually in the 
Buttercup or Ranunculaceae family and some of its cousins 
include Canada anemone, Marsh and Mountain marigolds, native 
buttercups and columbines as well as such toxic troublemakers as 
Tall buttercup and Tall or Low larkspurs. Sometimes called the 
Prairie pasqueflower, ‘Pasque’ is an old French word for Easter 
which refers to their reputation for blooming so early. In Alberta, 
prairie crocuses typically make their appearance between mid-
April to mid-May depending on the season, latitude and slope or 
aspect of the site, but they can often be seen blooming before we 
get a predictable spring snowstorm. 

These flowers do not have petals: Their blue to purple blooms 
are actually coloured sepals, which are bract-like structures. The 
buds emerge first and the flowers often open before the leaves 
make an appearance. Finely divided leaves covered in silky hairs 

emerge below the flower and the stems elongate 
as the season progresses. As the plants reach 
their maximum height, the flowers fade once 
pollination has taken place and long, feathery 
seeds (achenes) form a globe-shaped seed head 
waiting for a gust of wind to distribute the 
seeds. These native grassland perennials promise 
to come back year after year if we continue to 
maintain habitat for them.

Above: Prairie crocus (Prairie 
pasqueflower) at the Uni-
versity of Alberta, Roy Berg 
Kinsella Research Ranch – 
May 5, 2018.
Left: Prairie crocus seed 
heads on a south facing slope 
at the University of Alberta 
Mattheis Research Ranch – 
May 18, 2017.

Diane Ahlgren, 
Chair of the Rangeland 

Resource Committee
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Call for Nominations

The Gerry Taillieu Memorial Award for Excellence in 
Grazing Management is sponsored by ALUS and the 
International Mountain Section to honor the memory of 
an exemplary rancher and rangeland steward. The Gerry 
Taillieu Excellence in Grazing Management Award is 
given to a land manager who inspires environmental 
stewardship commitment on working landscapes while 
demonstrating the art and science of range management.

The Trail Boss lward is the 
highest award bestowed 
by the International 
Mountain Section. The 
Trail Boss Award is 
intended to recognize 
individual IMS members 
who have demonstrated 
significant contributions 
in the science or art of 
rangeland management. 

Please note that both awards are open to Alberta and 
Montana residents. Nominee submissions can be sent 
to srm.ims11@gmail.com

Another slow-moving, Covid impacted event is 
the SRM 2023 Annual Meeting in Boise, Idaho.  
This is a partnered event between the Idaho and 
International Mountain sections. We are quickly 
moving back into fast/fast with a planning 
committee holding monthly meetings (currently 
meeting from 1:00pm to 2:30pm MT on the 
2nd Friday of each month).  General co-chairs 
are Brian Thrift (bthrift@blm.gov) and Barry 
Irving (birving@ualberta.ca); contact either if 
you want to get involved or participate.  

We expect to finalize our Tradeshow and 
Sponsorship Prospectus and Program philosophy 
(including how much emphasis we will place on 
a rangeland practicum) at our next meeting.  It 
seems logical that SRM Boise 2023 will have 
some major events centered around the IYRP 
2026.  We are operating under a new meeting 
paradigm where the parent society is providing 
enhanced professional assistance which reduces 
the burden on the local planning committee.  
Our overall goal is to provide a truly superior 
annual meeting for all SRM members (and 
soon to be members) and for our local planning 
committee to have fun and engagement through 
all segments of the process.  If you want to get 
involved, contact Brian or Barry.

There seems to be a trend in the working world that can best be 
described as slow/slow and suddenly fast/fast.  When working 
with animals its almost always best practice to work them slow 
and methodically, until you get them into final confinement like 
a chute or squeeze.  Then, it changes to work them as fast as 
possible to get them back out, and then back into slow/slow. 

There are a couple of activities in the rangeland world that have 
been proceeding slow/slow.  The first is the International Year 
of Rangelands and Pastoralists.  The IYRP initiative started 
in 2008 at the International Rangeland Congress in Hohhot, 
China.  It went really slow/slow until about 5 years ago when 
an international support group was formed followed by a 
North America support group.  Both groups have slowly and 
methodically gathering the support needed to bring the proposal 
forward to the floor of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations.  The process was further slowed by Covid, turmoil in 
Afghanistan and outright war in Ukraine.  But, a few weeks ago, 
the UN formally declared an International Year of Rangelands 
and Pastoralists for 2026.  It’s a done deal, and the proposal has 
moved from slow/slow to fast/fast. 

Now, there will be a slow/slow period again, but it will not last 
long.  This will be the opportunity of a lifetime to promote 
rangelands and those that manage and care for them.  Get ready 
for some fast/fast as we quickly move onto the International Year 
of Rangelands and Pastoralists for 2026.

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

GERRY TAILLIEU 
Memorial Award 
 FOR EXCELLENCE IN 

trailboss
Award

Musings from the Recently Retired: 
What's on the Horizon by Barry Irving
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